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The CIA/DIA cotimates of the ovder of balile (o) of
Communict and South Viectnawmcse combat forces given do rot
accurately reflect combat cffectivencess -- only average assigned

v
strengths in organized units.  Given the state of collectiion
and the fluidity of the military situation, 05 data con ot
best be viewed only as a rough approximation for any woint
in time. They will not reflect either combatb losses or
réplaccmcgts in a timely manne.s. In addition, combat
cffectiveness will depend largely on qualitative factors
that cannot be ecxpressed numerically.

Data on Communist OB arc also insufficient to provide

separate estimates only onc month apart. For cexample,
\\\\\ . information received during the past several weeks indicates
that two infantry divisiom from the North deployed into

MRs2 and 3 of SVN undetected bctﬁeen'latc January and the
first of March. 1In addition, the 200,000 figure does not
vyet include Hanoi's commitment of at least one more

infantry division plus several air defense reciments which

are now noving toward SVN. Upon arrival, these units alone .

will add another 10,000 troops to the order of battle.

L DIA review(s) completed. ‘
5X1 . I yd

x:.‘?.J...wcar*r clL *nblﬁ,.)/z(‘l })

 ——— PR e e ——

Approved For Release 2003/03/06 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000600030012-1




Approved For Release 2003/03/06 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000600030012-1

Ne vt

Communist Regular Combab Forces in SVN:

28 Jan 1973 1 Apr 197%

MR 1 72,000 85,000
MR 2 25,000 51,000
MR 3 25,000 38,000
ME 4 27,000 26,000
Total 149,200 200,000

Figurcs on government combat forces suffer from
many of the same wcaknesses as Communist strength
estimates and do not portray combat effcctivencss.
The most revealiny gauge in the following tables of
the recent disintegration of ARVN units is the
comparison cf the 210,000 ARVN/VNMC forces on 1 March
1975 with the current 134,000 strength -- a docline of
over 36 percent. The 1 April estimate is preliminary, pending
receipt of the monthly DAO report on the assigned strengths of

GVN units.
RVNAF Regular Combat Forces

28 January 1973

RF bttns. ARVN/VNMC Total
MR 1 16,000 81,000 97,000
MR 2 28,000 48,000 76,000
MR 3 32,000 54,200 86,000
MR 4 48,000 53,000 . 101,000
Total 124,000 236,000 360,000
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L March 1979

RE_battalions Avvia/Marineg  Totar
MR 1 22,000 74,000 96,000
MR 2 35,000 43,000 7¢,000
MR 3 39,000 51,000 90,000
MR 4 49,000 42,000 91,000
Total 145,000 210,000 355,000

RVNAF Regular Combat Forces

1l April 1975

RF battalions £2RVN Total
MR 1 - - -
. MR 2 35,000 30,000 . 65,000
MR 3 38,000 62,000 100,000
MR 4 48,000 42,000 90,000
Total* 121,000 134,000 255,000
g * Doecs not include some 16,000 ARVN/Marine trooos .
i reportedly evacuated successfully from Da Nang.
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We cannot recreate DAO's 539,000 figure for offective
government combat troops or the 152,000 ascribed to tho
Communist forces. In gencral, GUN units in MR 2 arc
combat incrtective. We believe, however, thot most
GVN units in MRs 3 and 4 are still capable of fighting
cffectively. On the Communist side virtually all units

arc estimated o be combat cifective.
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